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child born today will be an adult by 2050, the year the Colorado Water Plan is to be fully implemented. Such 
young people will be the ones to turn the plan into reality. 

“How old will you be in 2050?” 
Since the release of the Water Plan, we have been using this 
guiding question when teaching – with positive, eye-opening 
responses. It also prodded water educators to discuss how 
their work can better support the Colorado Water Plan. We 
noticed that nowhere in the Water Plan do you find the words 
“youth,” “children,” or “K-12,” even as we contend young 
people must be better considered and engaged to achieve the 
plan’s vision. 

We are harnessing the power of Colorado’s strong 
environmental education field in service of the Plan and young 
Coloradans – by engaging young people to help achieve the 
partner actions within the Water Plan.  

To do this, we are establishing a research-based system of 
reviewing water education programs against national 
education standards to identify Colorado’s “Water Education Exemplars.” A cadre of young people have been 
recruited and are being trained to conduct external evaluation of water education programs and materials across 
Colorado. Existing water education programs identified as the most excellent and in service of the Colorado Water 
Plan will be amplified through expansion, replication, and promotion. The project, during an approximate 5-year 
span, will complete 100 program reviews, engage 35 youth participants, and impact the majority of Colorado’s K-16 
student population.  

• This project addresses South Platte Basin Implementation Plan (SPBIP) Goal 11 – Broaden South Platte communications, 
outreach, and education programs. Secondarily, it addresses SPBIP goals and objectives 1.B, 3.E, 4.D, 5.G, 6.A.6, and 7.A.  

• Further, this project uses the first of the Colorado Water Plan’s Tools for Action: Public outreach and education. It innovatively 
focuses on youth, who are currently missing from plan implementation efforts. Agency Actions 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.6, and 5.7 are 
supported.  

• The project uses the Guidelines for Excellence in Environmental Education (national standards for the field), best practices in 
youth development (revolving around invitation, skills-building, and full inclusion in the work), and provides, for the first time, 
empirical evidence of quality water education programs and materials.  

The project fosters the growth of the next generation of Coloradans, teaching them knowledge, skills, and habits to 
conserve water. The goal of environmental education, per the foundational First Intergovernmental Conference on 
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Environmental Education (1977) is “environmentally 
responsible behavior” – which is exactly what the 
Colorado Water Plan seeks, and this project is 
designed to deliver. 

Deliverables in 2025: 
• Water Education Exemplars: During a first-year pilot, 
we will build a collection of 15 “Water Education 
Exemplars.” More than inventorying, programs and 
materials are assessed against national standards: the 
Guidelines for Excellence in Environmental Education. 
Exemplars address the “key characteristics” of 
excellence via systematic reviews. Successfully 
reviewed educational resources will be recognized as 
the best in the state – for academics and water 

conservation. Existing national rubrics have been supplemented with state-specific addition of how they support 
the Colorado Water Plan, a factor we call the educational resource’s “Colorado-ness.” 

• Youth and Water Convening: A cohort of 9 young people interested in water sector careers and 2 facilitators will 
gather for 2 summer days in Greeley (at the Poudre Learning Center and High Plains Library Innovation 
Center). Kept purposely small, the in-person workshop has three parts: Colorado Water Plan orientation, direct 
experiences with Water Education Exemplars, and strategic planning input for the project plan. Youth 
participants are compensated. 

• Project Plan: With input from the Youth and Water Convening, the Water Education Exemplars review process, 
and project partners, we are writing a plan for project continuation, including budget projections. It will combine 
ways of better engaging youth, pathways to drive scale-up of exemplary water education, and plans to raise the 
necessary funding, over a 5-year timeline.  

Potential 5-year outputs and outcomes: 
Year 0 (2025) – set up system, 15 reviews, 9 youth reviewers 

Years 1-4 – 100 reviews, 35 youth reviewers 

Years 5 – amplification, expansion, replication, improvement of Water Education Exemplars 

All for <$1 million – project budgets of no more than $150,000 per year 
 

 
Contact: Donny Roush (Certified Master Environmental Educator), Colorado Watershed Assembly • donny@coloradowater.org • 303-870-
4690 

Creating quality control for water education… 

Building an external evaluation system for water educators… 

Deepening water literacy for young Coloradans. 
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Donny Roush was a member of the Statewide Water Education Action Plan (2021) task force, has been a member of the Guidelines for 
Excellence in Environmental Education Trainers’ Bureau since 2006, and was on the national writing team for the latest revision of 
Environmental Education Program Guidelines (2022). He is the only Coloradan to do all three.  


