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COLORADO STORMWATER COUNCIL

Water Education Exemplars: Terms and Conditions

What is a program?

Any type of organized, topic-specific presentation or other delivery of information by educators to a defined
audience of learners. Environmental education programs aim to develop environmental literacy by developing
skills, knowledge, and inclinations to enable learners to arrive at their own well-reasoned judgments and take
deliberate action as a member of their community.

The Guidelines for Excellence in Environmental Education defines “program” as “an integrated sequence of
planned educational experiences and materials intended to reach a particular set of objectives.” Note that
programs can be nested into larger programs, much like watersheds.

What is a material?

Any type of structured information created and disseminated as an instructional resource. These include lesson
plans, activity guides, websites, interpretive displays, and activity kits (also called traveling trunks). Environmental
education materials typically separate the material creator from the instructor, while containing guidance for high-
quality instructional delivery.

The Guidelines for Excellence in Environmental Education notes “material” as an instructional resource, such as
activity guides and lesson plans, and that materials for environmental education come in a wide array of formats.

Characteristics of programs and materials considered for this project

¢ Colorado-based and water-focused

¢ Intended for a K-16 audience

¢ Has duration and intensity beyond a brief episode

e Currently demonstrating success in reaching learners

¢ Predominantly educational in nature, rather than merely informational or persuasive
¢ Open to external evaluation

Colorado-ness

How does this educational program/material support the Colorado Water Plan?

While this response is open-ended, it provides evidence-based ways the resource may assist with attaining the
vision of the Water Plan. It is not speculative, but rather based on how the current tool can be used with learners.
This is a project-specific addition at the bottom of the summary sheet/rubric.
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